




Uniform Color Code and Marking Guidelines

–97–

Guidelines for Excavation Delineation9/

The following marking illustrations are examples of how excavators may choose to 
mark their area of proposed excavation. The use of white marking products (e.g., 
paint, flags, stakes, whiskers, or a combination of these) may be used to identify 
the excavation site.

Single Point Excavations Markings

Delineate in white62/ the proposed area of excavation using a continuous line, dots 
marking the radius or arcs, dashes marking the four corners of the project, or 
dashes outlining the excavation project. Limit the size of each dash to 
approximately 6 in. to 12 in. long and 1 in. wide with interval spacing approximately 
4 ft to 50 ft apart. Reduce the separation of excavation marks to a length that can 
reasonably be seen by the operator’s locators when the terrain at an excavation 
site warrants. Dots of approximately 1 in. diameter typically are used to define arcs 
or radii and may be placed at closer intervals in lieu of dashes.

Single Stake Marking Center Point of Excavation Site

When an excavation site is contained within a 50 ft maximum radius or less, it can 
be delineated with a single stake that is positioned at the proposed center of the 
excavation. If the excavator chooses this type of delineation, they must convey that 
they have delineated the excavation site with a single stake at the center of the 
excavation and include the radius of the site in the notification to the one call center. 
This single stake is white in color and displays the excavator’s company identifier 
(name, abbreviations, or initials) and the radius of the excavation site in black 
letters on the stake or with a notice attached to the stake.

BEST PRACTICES CHAPTER 5—EXCAVATION
Practice Statement 5–2: White Lining: When the excavation site cannot be clearly and 

adequately identified on the locate ticket, the excavator designates the route and/or 
area to be excavated using white premarking prior to the arrival of the locator.
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Trenching, Boring, or Other Continuous-Type Excavations

Continuous Excavation Marking

Mark in white62/ the proposed centerline of planned excavation using 6 in. to 
12 in. × 1 in. arrows approximately 4 ft to 50 ft apart to show direction of 
excavation. Reduce the separation of excavation marks to a length that can 
reasonably be seen by the operator’s locators when the terrain at an excavation 
site warrants. Mark lateral excavations with occasional arrows showing excavation 
direction from centerline with marks at curb or property line if crossed. Dots may be 
used for curves and closer interval marking.

Stake, Flag, or Whisker Excavation Markers

Delineate the proposed area of excavation using stakes, flags, or whiskers instead 
of spray paint to mark radius or arcs; the four corners of the project; or when 
outlining the excavation project. Limit the interval spacing to approximately 4 ft to 
50 ft. Reduce the separation of excavation marks to a length that can reasonably 
be seen by the operator’s locators when the terrain at an excavation site warrants. 
Stakes, flags, or whiskers provided to illustrate arcs or radii may be placed at closer 
intervals to define the arc or radius. Stakes, flags, or whiskers are white in color and 
display the excavator’s company identifier (name, abbreviations, or initials).
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Locate Requests & 
Transmissions

Apr. 2018 vs 2017 Year‐to‐Date



April 2018 Stats 
Compared 

with April  2017

County 
Ticket 

Volume Type Ticket

Robeson 3 HR CNCL NEW RXMT UPDT TOTAL

2017 5 14 888 19 134 1,060

2018 7 8 1,031 25 371 1,442

+/‐ Var 40.0% ‐42.9% 16.1% 31.6% 176.9% 36.0%

Locates per day 69



YTD stats 
compared 

with previous 
year 

County 
Ticket 

Volume Type Ticket

Robeson 3 HR CNCL NEW RXMT UPDT TOTAL

2017 19 48 3,862 92 801 4,822

2018 21 61 3,982 115 1,173 5,352

+/‐ Var 10.5% 27.1% 3.1% 25.0% 46.4% 11.0%

Locates per day 64



County 
Ticket 

Distribution
ROBESON 1,442
ALFORDSVILLE 2
FAIRMONT 85
LUMBER BRIDGE 5
LUMBERTON 616
MARIETTA 11
MAXTON 179
MCDONALD 10
ORRUM 14
PARKTON 23
PEMBROKE 169

PHILADELPHUS 1
PROCTORVILLE 3
PROSPECT 12
RED BANKS 19
RED SPRINGS 94
RENNERT 2
ROWLAND 56
SADDLETREE 10
SAINT PAULS 75
SHANNON 56
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WHITE PAINT OR FLAGS ON A JOB 
SITE ELIMINATES GUESSWORK.
Sometimes it is difficult for excavators to relay the exact location of their 
dig sites to the one call center. Even clear and accurate information 
relayed in writing or verbally to one person may not be clear to another. 
With white lining, locators have excavation information on paper, and 
also have a clearly marked excavation area. White lining helps to avoid 
misinterpretation and allows for more accurate locates.

For more info: nc811.org/white‐lining.html









2Q18
July 20, 2018
Lake Lure, NC

3Q18
October 19, 2018
New Bern, NCFor booking info reach out to

Tonya Hargraves 
tonya@nc811.org For more details visit: 

nc811.org/board‐info.html



NC Underground Damage 
Prevention Review Board Meetings

Located at: 2550 Operations Way, Raleigh, NC

• July 17, 2018  ‐ 10am to 4pm
• October 16, 2018  ‐ 10am to 4pm



State 
NCUCC 

Meetings
• July 10, 2018 

10am to noon in Hickory, NC
at Piedmont Natural Gas

• September 11, 2018
10am to noon in Concord, NC
at PSNC Energy

For more details visit: nc811.org/events.html



NC811 EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Thank you for your time and attention.
You can get a PDF copy of this presentation 
on www.ncucc.org

Use the UCC Issues form to voice your concerns 
to both local and state level UCC meetings in North Carolina.
Available on both the NCUCC website and the NC811 app.

Ann Howard Tami Brian Kevin Steve
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